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~ From the Desk of Jim Quinn ~

PLAIN SPEAKING

WHEN THE GOLF COURSE ISSUE GOT STARTED, I DIDN’T KNOW AN ACTIVITY CENTER FROM A WORKOUT ROOM! I DOUBT IF MANY PEOPLE KNEW OR CARED.

WHEN I READ WHAT AN ACTIVITY CENTER WAS, I COULDN’T BELIEVE IT. A COMMERCIAL URBAN VILLAGE LOCATED ON BUFORD DAM RD, IN THE MIDDLE OF A LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY. I’D NEVER SEEN ANYTHING SO ABSURD IN MY 40 YEARS IN THE REAL ESTATE BUSINESS. HOW COULD THIS BE, WHO IN THEIR RIGHT MIND WOULD PROPOSE SUCH A THING?

WELL AFTER MONTHS OF INVESTIGATION, I’VE LEARNED THAT IT WASN’T THE SUBAREA COMMITTEE, WHO USED THEIR COMMON SENSE AND SAID THIS LAND IS BEST SUITED AS A GOLF COURSE. IT WASN’T THE STEERING COMMITTEE, WHO USED THEIR BUSINESS SENSE AND SAID THAT IT WAS BEST SUITED AS A GOLF COURSE. AND IT WASN’T THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT OR THE CONSULTANTS, WHO USED THEIR EXPERIENCE TO SAY THIS LAND IS BEST SUITED AS A GOLF COURSE. NO, NONE OF THE ABOVE ORGANIZATIONS SUGGESTED ANY USE OF THIS LAND OTHER THAN AS A GOLF COURSE. THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN THAT WAS SUBMITTED TO THE COUNTY IN (9/25/03). SHOWED LANIER GOLF COURSE AS PRIVATE PARKLAND, A GOLF COURSE.

THEN, HOW DID IT GET CHANGED? THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF JACK CONWAY, IGNORED AND OVERRODE MONTHS OF HARD WORK THESE FINE PEOPLE OF THE SUBAREA COMMITTEE, THE STEERING COMMITTEE, THE PLANNING DEPT AND THE PAID CONSULTANTS HAD DONE FOR FORSYTH COUNTY. NOT ONLY DID THEY CHANGE THIS LAND’S DESIGNATION FROM PRIVATE PARKLAND (GOLF COURSE) TO ACTIVITY CENTER, THEY DID IT IN SUCH A WAY AS TO PRECLUDE ANY REASONABLE PUBLIC INPUT.

THE FIRST FUTURE LAND USE MAP SHOWING THE CHANGE WAS PRINTED ON 11/24/03. JUST BEFORE THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAYS. THE PUBLIC WAS NOT NOTIFIED OF A MAP CHANGE SHOWING LANIER GOLF COURSE AS AN ACTIVITY CENTER.  AND AT THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOC ON 12/08/03,  THE MAP CHANGES WERE APPROVED AND SENT TO THE STATE. THERE WAS NO PUBLIC COMMENT ASKED FOR OR GIVEN. 
THIS WASN’T A MINOR CHANGE OR A CORRECTION, IT WAS A MAJOR PROPERTY SPECIFIC CHANGE THAT COULD RESULT IN HARM TO HUNDREDS OF RESIDENTS AND THE BETTERMENT OF A VERY FEW.

THE BURNING QUESTION IS WHY. WHY WOULD OUR ELECTED COMMISSIONERS WHO ARE ENTRUSTED WITH THE PUBLICS WELFARE DO SOMETHING THAT SIMPLY DOESN’T MAKE ANY SENSE AND COULD BE SO HARMFUL TO SO MANY?

A NUMBER OF RESIDENTS, ALONG WITH SAVE LANIER GOLF COURSE LLC, HAVE FILED A LAW SUIT ON 7/07/06,  (LIKELY THE FIRST OF MANY) TO SEE IF WE CAN HAVE THAT QUESTION ANSWERED. 
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