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JONATHAN WEINTRAUB, P.C.
Attorney at Law

1026 B Atlanta Avenue
Decatur, Georgia  30030

Telephone: 404/371-4101





                     Writer’s Direct E-mail:
Facsimile:   404/371-8901
   jw@jwlaw.us

July 29, 2007
Chairman and Members of the Board of Commissioners

County of Forsyth
C/O Ken E. Jarrard, Esq., County Attorney
Jarrard & Davis, LLP

105 Pilgrim Village Drive

Suite 200

Cumming, Georgia  30040

Re:
 Proposed Moratorium in Buford/GA 20 East Subarea
Honorable Chairman and Members of the Board:
My clients have authorized me to approach the Board of Commissioners, through your attorney, to bring to your attention what they consider to be a serious issue with regard to the 2004 adoption of the Comprehensive Plan Map in their subdistrict. Despite the misrepresentation by Wellstone proponents at the public meeting some weeks ago, the matter of the Comprehensive Plan Map variance from the Plan Text has specifically been preserved should the Lanier Golf Course property be rezoned.  We believe that the issue of fraud and corruption in the entire process of rezoning application 3370 is very much alive and will be proven in discovery should litigation become necessary.

However, that is not the purpose of this letter. My clients and many other residents of the Buford/GA 20 East Subarea believed, when the public participation portion of the Comprehensive Plan process was complete, that they could count on their Board to implement the Plan without changes, or if changes were to be made, through an open process in which the Board would discuss proposed changes before voting on them, so that the public would be aware of any map changes.  They relied on your predecessor Board Members to keep the process open. While that reliance was probably legally insufficient to overcome adoption where there was no conflict between the Map and Text, it does call into question the moral responsibilities of those Members to inform their constituents that what they had fought so hard to preserve was being taken from them.
In the course of the previous litigation, which your counsel will tell you was dismissed as being premature, my clients learned that there were numerous substantive map changes, of which only the district Commissioner at the time was aware prior to the vote to adopt the Plan and Map. The subarea map now shows substantially denser development than had been proposed and they thought agreed upon only two weeks prior to the final Map adoption. While my clients may not have been as diligent as they should have been in reviewing changes made prior to the vote to adopt the Plan and Map, they earnestly believe that the subarea map does not reflect the reasoned beliefs of this Board as to how the subarea should be developed.
In light of all of the above, my clients, who were the Plaintiffs in the prior litigation, respectfully request that the Board of Commissioners immediately impose a moratorium on accepting any new rezoning applications in the subarea until a revision of the Comprehensive Plan for the subarea can be completed through a meaningful public participation process and be submitted to the Department of Community Affairs for approval by that body. 
My clients have further authorized me to make this communication public, so that all residents in the subarea can become aware that the map does not reflect the plan they thought was being adopted in 2004.

Very truly yours,

Jonathan Weintraub

cc:  Clients (via e-mail)
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